A local business joins forces
with the Bank of Queensland
to introduce financial savvy fo
pre-teens!

“We are delighted that such

a concepr came from a rural
coastal area...” savs Bank of
Cueenstand.

Maureen Follers reports...

The play Cemsational Harry and he
Balinee of Fife, evolved over a perjod of
time altér moch research into the new cur
riculium, alks with the Bank of Queensland
work-shopping with actors and some soumd
financial advice fmom Michael Walsh

Michael Bod pitched the idea of sponsor
ship to o number of banks and 1 was the
Bank of Queenslond that ook up the charge,
which plemsed Michoel, “they were one of
(e First bonks 1 thought of,” be says, “Théi
culture and community mvalvement were
right for ths project.”

Ask Paul aboul the value of theatre s un
formation ool and he s a convineing advi-
cute [or the power of twe play,

Paul says “theatre touches all the sens-
e& from the emobtional o the meelleciual
through the natrative™,  Add comedy and
dhramadic lechmique and the play both enter-
taing and educates. " Fducation is a sub text.”
Faul addg, “and children see the paini.”™

Kym MacDonald, spokesperson for the
Bank of Queensland said she was delighted
that such a congept came from a raml coastal

bur bas a poor apinion of himsel

Hiz life & going nowhere when suddenly
aliens appear in his hackyard. “The aliens are
seeking to renew their supply of madicactive
Berkelimmn which allows  them to - survive
their journey through intergalactic space.
That will need money, says Hary, What's
money, they ask? Hary then has o demon
strate the meming and The fonction of money
- from seroteh, . He tres to help then by
showing them how o ke money thirough
work, savings, proil and anlerest, But the
alrens meed money NOW. And thet means o
credit curd. Together, the ahens ond oy,
coowed] 1 guess you wall v W see the play
W se what happens in Uie end,

The children are encournged aller the show
to ask questions and discuss the points rased
in the program. Michagl Walsh believes
that the play will show children thal with
prudent management of money. there can be
anccesses and rewards, bur ar the snme time
certain risks may necd to be taken. Again, it
is about achieving & balance in life.

For Paul, Michael and The

Bank of

TEACHING KIDS ABOUT MONEY

IT’S A DRAMA

Credit cards, investiments, mobile phone
lls, - i's difficult enough for odults, but
for kuds it can be a minefield. Enter Michoel
Walsh, Exccutive Director of Ethweal [nvestor,
(an evenls management and publishing busi-
ness in lbe Geld of cineal mvestment and
corporate responsibility), and Paul Johnson,
peyehelogizt, school counsellor, experienced
playwright, and co-founder of Brmnstorm
procluctions (producing plays [or schonls).
And the resalt is Cenrsarional Harey and the
Balance of Life, o school-based droma which
willl ke going nation-wicde Later this year

Poul Johnson soys e “was intrigued bt
not dannted”, when asked by Michael if o
play counld be written for primary school stu
clents on the subject of financial litery

Michoel's background is in the finnce
industry, so he understunds the complexitics
of financiol management o oday™s world,
“Knowledge about something thot was so
simple has fallen through e cricks™ he
gays. “In the past you had your bankbook,
a il ehnletren amd the bank would attened w
your bommowing needs”,  Very mrely could
you borrow more than what the bank congid-
ered o reasonable risk.

Mewadavs, we know that things ane
ditferent

The Federal Government, the Banking
fraternity and the Department of Education
hawve investigatd the problem of “fnancial
stress” amd realised that this problem needesd
to b achdressed ot the curriculum level, All
Schoofs are required o ingorporate “fin-
cial literacy™ inmo their edocation systems
by 2008,

But how di yuu enthuse children o ke
o tos somewhat mundone subject witly
imberest? Why - theatne of course.

: HANDYMEN...

arcd,  The perception: (that such programs,
could only have come from city profession-
als was wwahd, sbe pdded. She tinks the
play will engage children in such a way that
will give them stmtegies to deal with finan-
cial problems thal otherwise “could spiral
aut of control”

Kym MacDonald considers Centsarional
Harry and the Balance of Life approaches
the subject of financial literacy in a halistic
manner a5 i addresses the many issues that
deal with the balance of life

The play wses comedic and gircus skills w
engage students. Hary, the central charneter
i the play s the class clown, drop-oul, fuiled
Busker and no-hoper butl with o (hanboyanl
tieatricul M, He leaves schoul early, taes
oy diflerent things, even streel busking,
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Queenslaml, ere are rewurds leaming aboul
finaneial responsibility beyond the material,
It 1 lmked W the emotional and Gnaneial
well-being of the mdividual and families.

It is =atisfyving knowing thal a growing
social problem i= bemg thoughtfully pre-
sented o our children in schools through the
medinm of theatre, on - a natonwide scale
aned initiated by two local and professional
Hlentities,

Congratulations o the Bank of Quesnsland
for their sponsorship and commitment to Paul
and Michael"s ddea without the insistence of
procluct endorsement within the context of
the play. It's o mice surprise o see thot not
all banks are just cold edifices without o face
Or o 'vl'l‘[l. E'ﬁll]:«' F[l,'iILI [1,.';!”:-' 'iS in J\I]lil(ill:n_:
cuviuemmnent. We truly con be proud of our
commmunity members and leadens,

INTERESTING
oddities

Disinformation

< Brett Price

In a workl where we are swamped with information
(much of it contradictory ), developing on informed
point of view has never been more difficult especially
with much of the information coming from groups with
visted interests.

For instanee, do vou know about Dibydrogen monoxide?
We the public continue to ramain ot rigsk rom this partico-
lnrty nasty chemical, vsually enlled DEIMCY. T s found in
many cancers but there is no proven catisal link hetween it
and those cancers, Yet! The figures are astonishing! DYHMOY
has been found n over 9% of all fatal cervical cancers and
in over 85% of all terminal congers.

Diespite this, it s sl used as an industrial solvent and
coolant, as o fire retardant and suppressant, in the manu
facture biological and chemical weapons, in nuclear power
plants and surprisingly, some elite endurance athletes have
heen known to nse it Withdrawal from DYHMO by thess
athletes can be diffioult, and sometimes fatal, h.'tl.‘t!it.‘.‘l”}', il
is almost alwoys involved in diseases il have sweating,
vomiting and diarrhoea as their symploms.

While il hos many industrial uses, it is cheap enough
o be dumped into the environment where it has mnny
unwanted side-effects, It is o mugor contabulor Lo acid min
atrd 1% beavily mvolved in the greenhouse effect. It s used
1o distribute berbieides and pesticudes bul remuns m the
enviromment long aller they hove degmded.

Ome reason Ut DIHMO can be so dangerous is il clume-
leon like ability o nol only blend m with the buckgrowmd,
but alzo to change 1t state. Ax a zold and gas 10 can cause
seviere Ussue burns and as a lguid kills thousands each year
when small amounts are inhaled nte the lungs.

What i this horrible substance” Well it other name is
witter, Every detail above is correat; however the ¢motion
ally laden language and the omission of small details can
have three quarters of the population prepared 1o vole for
e banning of water a5 has been repeatedly proven by
internet canpaigis and pelitions.

The point of presenting this totally accurate descnp
tion is o demonstiate ow easily one can be misled by
e way ot oare pesented.  Dre Kol would call tus
Disimfurmution,

One of the muin problems 15 that advertisers, polit
and other conmen realise that the average person uscs
shortents (o decide whether information is valid or noed aod
oflen exploil this, Why do we use these shorteuts? Firstly
wie can' b an expert on everyibomg and secondly there 1s so
much contradictory mfomation to make sense of.

The shortculs we usually use include

[ha they sound like an expert using lechnical words

< Do they zound like they are certain about what they are
sAYINg

Do they look tstworthy, do they state their case
prassiomalely

« Do other people think they've right

Is it simple and clear?

So what's the answer? In this world of climate chanige,
global comflict, politics, consumerism and vast mmounts of
disinformation. T wouldn't have o ¢lue; short of becoming
an expert on everytling (winch s verlanly not going (o
|Ii|l‘lf’d,'l1 i Iy case) I guess 1l cores down o ﬁlnliug renl
experts who lave po vested interest and huving some healthy
seeplicism aboul all other sources of disinformation.
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